
 A Man Fully Alive, is an outline of the life of Servant of God Brother Fortunatus Thanhäuser. Brother 

Fortunatus is a German by birth. However, after a long period of stay in India, his application for Indian 

citizenship was granted and he died as an Indian citizen.  He demonstrated to the world through his works 

that charity has no boundaries and it can reach people beyond countries and continents.  

Brother Jesús Etayo OH the Superior General of the Hospitaller Order of St. John of God gives an 

introduction about the book followed by the historical and family background of the Thanhäuser family by 

Mr. Herman Guenzel who was his friend from school years in Volpersdorf.  

Chapters named “My Years of Childhood in the Forestry House of Volpersdorf and Fifty and more 

Joyful Years” are the autobiographical writings of Servant of Servant of God Brother Fortunatus.  Fifty and 

more Joyful years unveil a lot of heart breaking experiences of the World War II.  

The last part of the book is a detailed narration of his missionary activities in the mountain areas of High 

ranges of Idukki district in Kerala, his last days of life and death.  

The Original of this book is in German language as Erinnerungen an ein erfÜlltes Leben published in 2007 by 
Johann von Gott Verlag, MÜnchen. English translation prepared by Brother Alfons Maria HÖring OH. Bro. 
Brian O’ Donnell OH and Sr. Nirmala Kannamundayil SCJG are the editors of this book.   
Available at: Brothers and  Sisters of St. John of God Kattappana. 
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